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Vera Paints a Scarf celebrates the work of artist-turned-
textile designer Vera Neumann (1907–1993) and 
her contributions to the field of American design. 
Neumann was one of the most successful female design 
entrepreneurs of the 20th century and an originator of 
the American lifestyle brand. This exhibition—the first 
to comprehensively examine her career—highlights the 
keys to her success, including her joyful and inventive 
aesthetic, democratic design ethos, fusion of craft and 
mass production, and clever marketing. 

Today, if you recognize the name at all, you know 
Neumann as the designer of women’s scarves all 
signed with a cursive “Vera” and stamped with a lady-
bug. Yet over the course of her career, which spanned 
from her label’s debut in 1942 to her death in 1993, 
Neumann produced thousands of textile patterns 
based on her drawings, paintings, and collages. She 
translated her designs into a prolific output that 
beautified homes and wardrobes across the US in the 
1960s, 70s, and early 80s, including fabric and linens 
for the dining room, kitchen, and bedroom, as well as 
wallpaper, women’s sportswear and lingerie, and her 
iconic line of scarves. 

Whether a reflection of the latest trends in abstract 
painting or life’s simplest pleasures, Neumann’s 
designs struck a chord with female consumers at 

mid-century and beyond through her invention of a 
fresh, modern style that combined her simple, expres-
sive line with a vivid color palette. She firmly believed 
that fine art should be accessible and that this objec-
tive could be realized by incorporating good design 
into everyday life at an affordable price. This ethos, 
which she shared with her business partner—her hus-
band George Neumann—was inspired by the philos-
ophy of the Bauhaus that encouraged the union of art, 
craft, and industry. These ideals guided her creative 
practice and informed her company’s advancement of 
an aspirational identity for women rooted in an appre-
ciation for art and design, on and off the wall.

Telling the story of the artist behind the Vera brand, 
Vera Paints a Scarf begins with a salon hanging of 
paintings produced in Neumann’s preferred tech-
nique, East Asian sumi-e (ink painting), from which 
her textile designs derive. The exhibition continues 
with a broad exploration of her design work for 
the home and women’s fashion spanning the late 
1940s through the 1980s, including tabletop linens, 
wallpaper, dinnerware, garments, scarves, archival 
photographs and videos, and ephemera related to 
the company’s marketing campaigns, which inge-
niously used the tagline, “Vera paints” to promote her 
mass-market label. 

About the exhibition
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Display at MAD 
August 8, 2019–January 26, 2020

Checklist 
Approximately 40 original works of art including 
paintings, drawings, silk-screened prints; 50 printed 
linens for the dining room and kitchen; 5 Mikasa 
dinner ware patterns; 40 silk scarves; 3 printed textiles 
and 1 wallpaper designed for Schumacher & Co.;  
7 garments; 70 items of company collateral including 
photographs, videos, promotional materials and 
advertisements, and hand screen printed posters

Size 
Approximately 3,000 ft²

Curators
Elissa Auther, MAD’s Windgate Research and 
Collections Curator, with the support of Curatorial 
Assistant, Alida Jekabson

Exhibition details
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museum of arts and design
 
2 Columbus Circle
New York, NY 10019
madmuseum.org

Images  
(in order of appearance)
Collection and courtesy of Susan Seid unless  
otherwise noted.

Cover — The Vera Companies logo, c. 1960s. Courtesy 
VNIP Holdings

Page 2 — Scarves by Vera, business at 417 5th Ave. 
designed by Marcel Breuer, Vera at door, 1952. 

Photo: Gottscho Schleisner Inc., courtesy the Library of 
Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, Gottscho-
Schleisner Collection

Page 3 — Left to right:

Vera Neumann at Printex, c.1950s. 
Vera Neumann painting with phone and dog, c. 1972

Page 4 — Counter-clockwise from top left:

Holiday Bouquet, 1980. Watercolor on paper, 24 x 24 in. 
Occasional Stripes, 1978. Watercolor on paper, 24 x 24 in. 
Vera Neumann, Headdress, 1970. Watercolor on paper, 
24 x 24 in. 
Blouse, 25 x 21 in.

Page 5 — Clockwise from top left:

Vera Paints a Persian Garden, 1969. Paper, 7 x 5.5 in. 
Vera Paints Danish to Go, 1968. Paper, 7 x 5.5 in. 
Vera Neumann (artist), F. Schumacher & Co 
(manufacturer), Birches, 1979. Wallpaper 
Vera Paints a Mixed Bouquet, nd. Paper, 7 x 6 in. 
The Art of Table Setting wtih Vera, 1971. Paper, 10 x 20 in.

Page 6 — Clockwise from top left:

Vera San Paints Japan, 1970. Paper, 7 x 5 in. 
Vera Folds Art Napkins, nd. Paper, 8 x 4 in. 
Art Views: 14 Ways to Tie a Scarf, nd. Paper,  
5.5 x 4 in.

Page 7 — Vera Neumann (artist), F. Schumacher & 
Co (manufacturer), Birches, 1979 (altered detail). 
Wallpaper


